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Summary

SBT supports the Paging Coalition's Request for Declaratory Ruling for the following

reasons: (A) Type 3A interconnection service is urgently needed by Paging Coalition

members to provide substantial economic and communications et1iciencies to their

customers and to enhance the convenience and utility of their services to members of the

public and to public safety entities using CMRS services to protect lives and property in

their communities; (B) Type 3A interconnection service is an extremely efficient method

of conscrving dwindling and valuable telephone numbering resources: (C) NXX Codes

uscd by CMRS carriers, including Paging Coalition members, deserve unique treatment

bccausc the Major Trading Area (MTA) actually represents their local service area; (D)

Paging carriers, as federally authorized and licensed telecommunications carriers, are

entitled to "technically feasible" interconnection arrangements, including unbundled

network elements; (E) Verizon's withdrawal of Type 3A interconnection service is a

violation of the local dialing parity provisions of 47 C.F.R ~51.205 and 47 C.F.R

~51.207; (F) The Paging Coalition members will sutIer a severe and unnecessary

competitive disadvantage if Verizon withdraws Type 3A interconnection service.
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Docket No. CC 01-346
DA () 1-2942

Comments of SBT

I. Small Business in Telecommunications (SBT), a non-profit association of small

businesses providing goods and services throughout the telecommunications marketplace,

hereby comments to the Paging Coalition's Request for Declaratory Ruling, DA 01-2942,

released Deeembcr 19, 200 I (Request) and states the following:

SBrs membership includes local operators ofCMRS wireless telecommunications

systems across the country, including one-way and two-way paging operators within the

Verizon service area. SBT's members across the country rely on the use of Type 3A

interconnection services to provide effective, efficient and competitive wireless

telecommunications services to businesses, mcmbers of the public and public safety

entities. Accordingly. SBT is vitally interested in the outcome of this matter.

3. Type 3A interconnection service (also sometimes referred to as a "Wide Area Calling

Plan:' "LATA-Wide Paging," "Extended Loeal Calling Area" and "Type 2A - Reverse

Dilling" service) is currently provided by Bell Atlantic Corp., d/b/a Verizon

Communications ("Verizon") to Central Vermont Communications, Inc., Datapage, Inc.,

Northeast Paging and Rinker's Communications (collectively the "Paging Coalition").

Type 3A interconnection service enables members of the public to send a paging message
Page I nf 1.'i



to customers of the Paging Coalition via a local call anywhere within a LATA served by

a Paging Coalition member. Type 3A interconnection service utilizes a block of numbers

assigned exclusively to the Type 3A interconnection service. This block of numbers is

ordinarily a full NXX code and is resident in Verizon's Serving End Offices throughout

the I.ATA. Telephone calls to the assigned number block originating from any Verizon

end ofticc within the LATA (the '"Originating End Ortice") are transmittcd to, and

interchanged with. Paging Coalition members at no charge to the calling party. Verizon

charges thc Paging Coalitionmcmber a per-minute usage charge, which varics li'om state

to state, for transmitting thc call to, and interchanging it with, the Coalition member.

4. Type 3A interconnection service "is an interconncction arrangement provided to wirelcss

carriers by Verizon and other Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers, cnabling parties to

placc a page to any customer of a wireless carrier by dialing a single local (seven digit)

telephone number anywhere in the wireless carrier's cxtended serviec area within a

LATA." I

5. sIn supports the Paging Coalition's Request fiJr Declaratory Ruling for the following

reasons: (A) Typc 3/\ interconnection service is urgently needed by Paging Coalition

members to provide substantial economic and communications ertieiencies to their

customers and to enhance the convenience and utility of their services to members of the

public and to public safety entities using CMRS services to protect lives and property in

their communitics: (II) Type 3A interconnection service is an extremely efticicnt method

ot' conserving dwindling and valuable telephone numbering resources: (C) NXX Codes

used by CMRS carriers, including Paging Coalition members, deserve unique treatment

because thc Major Trading Arca (MTA) actually represents their local service arca; (D)

I Paging Coalition Fi1es/etitionlilr Declaratory. Ruling Regarding Verizon's Proposed
Iermlnalion 01 Type .,A Interconnection SerVice, CC Docket No. 01-346, DA 01-2942,
(December 29,2(01).



l'aQinQ carriers, as federallv authorizcd and licensed telecommunications carriers arc'-'- .... ,

entitled to ..technically feasible'" interconnection arrangemcnts, including unbundled

network clements; (E) Vcrizon's withdrawal of Type 3A interconnection service is a

violation of the local dialing parity provisions of 47 C'.F.R ~51.205 and 47 C'.F.R

~51.2()73; (F) The Paging Coalition members will suffer a severe and unnecessary

competitive disadvantage if Verizon withdraws Typc 3/\ interconnection service.

A, Type 3A interconnection servicc is nrgently nceded by Paging Coalition
mcmhers to provide substantial cconomic and communications efficiencies to their
customcrs and to enhance the convenience and utility of their services to members
of thc puhlic and to puhlic safety entitics using CMRS services to protect lives and
propcrty in their communities.

(), Paging Coalition members' personal communications systems cover large rural arcas

encompassing many local telephone exchange arcas. In conjunction with the Paging

Coalition members' personal communications systems. Type 3A interconnection service

allows efficient and essential communications. Type 3A interconnection provides an

, fCc/III!clllly Fellsihle: Interconnection. access to unbundled network elements. collocation. and
other methods of achieving interconnection or access to unbundled network elements at a point
in the network shall bc deemed tcchnieally feasible absent technical or operational concerns that
prcvent thc fulfillmcnt of a request by a telecommunications carricr for such interconnection.
acccss, or methods. /\ dctermination of technical feasibility does not inelude consideration of
cconomic. accounting. billing. space. or site concerns. except that space and site concerns may
be considered in circumstances where there is no possibility of expanding the space available.
The I~lct that an incumbcnt LEC must modify its facilities or equipment to respond to such
request does not determine whether satisfying such request is technically feasible. An incllmbent
LFC that claims that it cannot satisfy such request because of adverse network reliability impacts
must prove to the state commission by e1ear and convincing evidence that such interconnection.
~ICCCSS. or methods would result in specilic and significant adverse network reliability impacts .
. 47 l'.F.R ~51.205 Dialing parity: general. /\ local exchange carrier (LEe) shall provide local
and toll dialing parity (0 competing providers of telephone exchange service or telephone toll
service, with no unreasonable dialing delays. Dialing parity shall be provided i()r all originating
telecommunications services that require dialing to routc a call. 47 C.F.R. ~51.207 Local dialing
parit\. "A I.[C shall permit telephone exchange service customers within a local callinQ area to
dial thc same number ol'digits to makc a local telephonc call notwithstandino the identitv of theto _

customer's or the called party's telecommunications service provider."
Page; or 15



csscntial service to rural communities by allowing government, business and public

saldy cntities to communicate wireJessly over extended geographic areas instead of

limited traditional telephone exchange boundaries, and simplifying their communication

requirements by using a single telephone number instead of many numbers. This is

especially truc where terrain1ilCtors, such as in thc mountains of Vermont, otien limit thc

type of wireless communications public safety personal can receive within the LATA.

Public safety entities should be afforded as many convenient and cost effective types of

wireless devices at their disposal and should not be limited by superficial constraints

imposed by the LECs.

7. Typc 3A intcrconnection service also saves timc and money through the increased

cfliciency of communications. as wcll as contri buting to the creation of new business

opportunities undjobs in all areas of the Paging Coalition coverage area, espcciully in

traditionally underserved rural areas. Wide-area calling and mutching radio paging

coverage arc features essential to the efficiency and usefulness of rural wireless

telecommunications service. Therejl)re, Type 3A intcrconnection service is a vital

ingredient in muintuining public safety services and the economic health and stability of

rural and economically depressed areas.

B. Type 3A interconnection service is an extremely efficient method of conserving
dwindling and valuable telephone numbering resources.

X. Type 3A interconnection helps delay the need for urca code relief by efficiently using

numbering resources. The exhaust of area code numbering resources has become a

continuing problem tl)r the North American Numbering Plan Administrator (NANPA) in



recent years. This problem is a dircct result of having a large number of "rate centers""

used t,)r billing purposes. By reducing thc number of "rate centers" in each LATA to

onc. as is the practice ror Type 3A interconnection. the number orNXX codes used by

wireless carriers is greatly reduced5 Rate center consolidation is an effective and

reasonable way to limit ruture area code numbering resources. In addition. it is thc

consumers who bencfit the most from the advantages or simplified calling to and ti'om

public safety agencies. government otTices and local businesses users. Therefore.

maintaining the current intcrconnection system far outweighs any implementation or

operational objections made by Verizon. As the old adage goes. if its not broke don't fix

it.

'J. Verizon' s withdrawal of Type 3A service is going to have immediate, significant and

very undesirable efreets on the North American Numbering Plan (NANP) and the paging

carriers operating in the Verizon service area. As a real example, an SBT member and

paging carrier operating in Pennsylvania. Maryland. DC and adjaecnt arcas, currently is

assigned 7 NXX codes which contain a total or 70.000 numbers, which numbers are used

to provide local calling access to customers using Verizon's Type 3 interconnection. 11'

Verizon is permitted to withdraw its Type 3 interconnection servicc, this same carrier will

be required to provision at least 3 I7 NXX codes over the same geographic area to

provide local call ing access for the same customcrs. These 317 NXX codes contain a

total or 3.17 million numbers that cannot be used li)r any other purpose. In addition, this

paging carricr will be required to provision these NXX codes and inhcrent numbers in its

paging switches \vithout any additional recovery Illcchanis111, such as enhanced services

I Rate Centers arc geographic locations used to determine distanec-sensitivc end-user charges.

, For example. in the 262 Area Code, Wireless carriers are assigned 123 NXX codes
(approximatcly 35 pcrcent) out 01'470 assigned NXX codcs. From the April 26, 2001 North
Amcncan Numbenng Plan Administration report on NXX codc assignmcnts.



to it subscribers, tilr the additional costs of these numbers, caused by the Verizon

withdrawal of Type 3A, This example is typical of the calling access requirements of

wide-area paging systems and illustrates the significant costs, in both time and resourccs,

of pennitting Verizon to withhold Type 3A interconnection services li'om carriers that

rely on such service,

C NXX Codes used by CMRS carriers deserve unique treatment because the
Major Trading Area (MTA) is the local service area.

I(), The use of a single NXX code by Paging Coalition members using Type 3A

interconnection over an entire LATA dramatically improves the ability of these wireless

providers to oller competitive services and rates to the public and significantly decreases

the demand for N1\NP number assignments in many LEC designated, local exchange

areas, The continuation of Type 3A interconnection will maintain the calling scope filr

land-to-mobile calling that is reciprocal to the paging coverage service area calling scope.

The continued availability of Type 31\ interconnection arrangements will also maintain

the Paging Coalition providers' ability to compete in the marketplace with other

telecommunications services.

II. NumberslNXX codes used for calling CMRS subscribers are logically and practically

requircd throughout the CMRS carrier's geographic coverage area. Most CMRS

subscribers want ancl need a "local" telephone number (with respcct to callers in the

wireless "local" calling area) to access their wireless device(s). This numbering

requirement is not related (0 the traditional parameters ofwirc ccntcr boundaries, but is

unique to the CMRS wirelcss gcographic service area. The LECs proposed restriction to

the locallandline cxchange boundaries on local calls going to CMRS numbers is

equivalent to designating a landline local calling area for every individual city block in



New York City and ignores the existing wire center boundaries. This does not make any

sense.

12, Arguments that CMRS NXX codes should be treated in exactly the same restrictive

manner as other telecommunications providers' NXX codes J1y in the [ace ofthc

Commission's historic dccisions regarding CMRS interconnection." The Commission

has good and suttleient reason [ell' upholding unique treatment of CMRS calling

arrangemcnts including NXX codes. Wireless devices are not nccessarily replacements

le)r landline devices. but they are highly competitive with landline devices.

I" It is also obvious that wireless devices. by their very nature, create unique problems that

cannot be solved with landline solutions. The original rate center limits on LEC NXX

codes were the result of then existing lechnieallimitations and a monopoly environment.

CMRS local calling arcas cncompassing thc cntire LATA or MTA are logically based on

the Commission's rules (e)r wircless service areas, current technical standards and a

highly competitive wireless tclccommunications cnvironment.

14. It should also be noted that toll-free, Service Access Code (800) numbers are not a viable

substitute for local number access for many wireless users who want local calling from

I.FC exchanges outside thcir locallandlinc exchange. Cost of calling, dialing of more

digits. and the fact that calling costs are chargcd to the wireless user and not the callcr.

are just somc of the disadvantages of using toll-frec service access codes for CMRS

call ing.

(, See. eg. Implementation of Section 3(n) and 332 of the Communications Act. 9 FCC Red 1411
( 1(94) ("",,'econd R&r)""); Thc Need to Promote Competition and Etlicient Use of Spectrum [e)r
Radio Common Carrier Services, 2 FCC Red 2910 (1987) ("DeclaraIOlY Ruling'"); The Need
to Promote Compctition and rfticient Use of Spectrum Jell' Radio common Carrier Services 4
PC '(. Rcd 2369 (I (89), '



IS. Thc Commission has long recognized that wireless carriers serve a much larger

geographic area than the locallandlinc telephone exchange. 7 Originally, in ordcr to

provide a pager with a local exchange number in each city where a local telephone

number was needed, paging carriers simply assigned multiple telephone numbers to a

single pager. This practice is inconvenient, wasteful of NANP resources and is

impractical when many local exchange areas are involved. [n the present situation where

the CMRS system covers more than an entire state, a single CMRS unit would have to be

assigned SO or 100 different local exchange telephone numbers in order to have local

calling hom the entire service area. Type 3A interconnection was developed to solve

these problems. A wireless device, such as a pager or cellular phone, operating over a

wide geographic area, receives calls Irom a multitude of sources throughout that local

service area in the same manner as a landline telephone receives calls from various

locations within a given landline local telephone exchange area.

1(,. Currently, as a provider or Type 3A interconnection service, Verizon has provisioned a

single NXX code for an entire LATA. This NXX code is treated like a Service Access

Code (SAC) (e.g. 800 and 900 numbers) for routing purposes throughout a chosen group

of local exchange areas. It is routed to a single interconnection point within the LATA in

the same manner as other SAC arrangements. Unlike SAC arrangements which require

ten-digit dialing, calls to the wireless NXX are dialed on a seven-digit basis like other

local calls. Also, since this wireless calling arrangement is not a SAC, the billing of this

service is a state-by-state negotiated amount, in which the receiving wireless carrier pays

the cost of the call. The costs for this service are derived by the LECs and the wireless

S·ee. III/eI'connecl!on Be/ween Wire line Telephone Carriers and Radio COfl1l!1On Carriers .
1:II,1.;o,l.;"d In/he 1 rovlslOn oj DOilieS/Ie l'uhlte I"aml Alohlie RadIO Service Linder par/ 21 oj/he
( 'Olllllli.l.llOl1 '.1' Rules. (,3 FCC 2d 87, 88 (1977).

P~lgC Xof )5



carriers (and approved by some statc rcgulatory agenciesR
) to include some, but not aiL of

the SAC clcments and/or other "special" components." Thc wireless NXX code is rated,

It)r toll purposes, in the Local Exchangc Routing Guide (LERG), for calls fj'om outsidc

the negotiated LATA call ing jurisdiction to the landline tandem location or the wireless

carrier's point oj' presence.

17. The Commission recognized LATA-wide interconnection of a cellular or paging carricr'"

with a Public Switched Tclephone Network (PSTN) tandem telephone switch and the

access to all subtcnding offices (and their local exchange areas) as Type 2A

interconnection" in a 1987 Declaratory Ruling. '2 The FCC distinguished the Typc 2A

interconnection t"OIn Type 1 interconnection I] as one where the connection is to a

landline end office and the local calling scope is limited to the locallandline exchangc

boundaries. [n 1996, thc Commission further defincd the "local service area for calls to

or from a ('MRS network,,'4 to be the MTA.'j Using this plain language definition, it is

vcry clear that "local telecommunications traffic" includes all calls to or from anywherc

within the MTA and not just calls to or from the traditional local telephone exchange

boundaries.'" Therefore, Verison's proposed changes to the existing system will not only

, See Vlichigan Public Scrvice Commission Case No. U 9269, Settlement Agreement, (Scpt. 27,
1988) and Ameritech, Michigan TariITM.P.S.C. 20 R, (October 12, 1995).

'! Somctimes relerred to as "Revcrse Billing" by Local Exchange Carricrs. Tcchnically, the tcrm,
"Reverse Billing" is a misnomer becausc CMRS providers do not pay an Intra-LATA toll
charge or any chargc based on Intra-LATA toll for the calls originated under this arrangement.
Instead, CMRS providers pay an Access likc fee.

'" later changed to Commercial Mobile Radio Service (CMRS); Second R&O, 9 FCC Rcd at
1411: .Iee. 0101047 ('.F.R. ~ 20.9.

II [,eIleore TR-NPL-OOO 145 definition and description.

"f)ee/ora/or)! Ruling, 2 FCC Rcd 2910 at 2914-15.

I] Belleore TR-N PL-OOO 145 definition and description

14 199(, Order, 11 FCC Rcd at 16104.

". See, Rand McNally, Inc .. 1992 Commercial Atlas & Marketing Guide 38-39 (1992)
II, 47 C.F.R. ~ 51.701 (b)(2)



create unnecessary uncertainty with regard to rates and service for the consumer and the

Paging Coalition it is in direct violation of the Commission's Rules and decisions.

D. Paging carriel's, as authorizcd telecommunications carriers, arc entitled to
"technically feasible" interconnection arrangemcnts, including unbundled nctwork
clcments.

IX. /\s explained in the Paging Coalition's Request for Declaratory Ruling, Verizon's

withdrawal of Type 3A interconnection will deprive Paging Coalition providers of access

to unbundled network e1emcnts. The withdrawal of Type 3A interconnection will also

deprive Paging Coalition providers of technically feasible interconnection arrangcments.

including the unique provision of a single NXX code in multiple rate centers to achieve

local calling on thc samc NXX code in multiple landline rate ccnters.

19. The Commission defincd the CMRS "local" scrvice area as the MTA in its 1996 Order.

This provision in the 1996 Order clearly applies to both land-to-mobile and mobile-to-

land calling, as evidenced by the specific reciprocal compensation provisions defined in

47 CrR ~51.70 1(c). Obviously, the historic LEC landline local telephone exchange

boundaries were never intended to bc the local exchange boundaries for CMRS carriers.

The Commission and most state regulatory bodies have traditionally viewed CMRS

service boundaries as being limited by radio propagation properties" or

political/governmcnt boundaries I' and nol an existing LEC wire center or published local

exchange boundary limit. The Commission's rcasoning for its MTA definition of the

local service area for CMRS is stated in its 1996 Order at Paragraph 1036, "lb]ecause

wireless licensed territories are federally authorized, and vary in size, we conclude that

17 47 C'.r.R. ~~ I and 20. Commercial Mobile Radio Services.

I.' I VI)(, Order, 11 FCC Rcd at 16014. see. also Rand McNall v, Inc., 1992 Commercial Atlas &
Marketing Guide 38-39 ( 19(2). .



the largest FCC-authorized wireless license tcrritory (i.e., MTA) serves as the most

appropriate definition for local scrvice area for CMRS traffic for purposes of reciprocal

compensation under section 251 (b)(5) as it avoids creating artiticial distinctions between

CMRS providcrs .... Accordingly. tranic to or from a CMRS network that originates and

tcrminates within the same MTA is subject to transport and termination rates under

section 251 (b)(5), rather than interstate and intrastate access charges." Simply because

thc definition of the local service area was made "for purposes of reciprocal

compcnsation" does not mitigate the definition with respect to other intcrconnection

parameters. and certainly does not relieve any of the Commission's requirements for

dialing parity.

:'0, Local calling areas could f(mnerly be identified as those areas where callers eould dial

other local numbers on a seven digit basis rather than a 10 or 11 digit basis, however, this

situation is no longer true in areas wherc area code splits have divided local calling areas

1(11" all telecommunications providers. Ten or elevcn digit dialing is now sometimcs

required for local calls when the local calling area is split or overlaid into different area

codes.

:' I. The definition tlw "local" calling has become less precise as the cost of toll calling has

declined dramatically and bundling of services has increased. For instance, some

PCS/Cellular carriers include statewide or nationwide calling as "local" tllr all mobile to

land calls in which the minutes of use charges "bundle" both the PCS/Cellular airtime

charges and "long distance" charges. Landline carriers are also offering "bundled"

packages of local and long distance calling.

Y) It is both unreasonable and anti-competitive for LECs such as Verizon to restrict calls

Ii-om Iandline subscribers to CMRS networks by limiting local calling to the landlinc



delincd local exchange boundaries. Verizon's CMRS affiliates, however, continue to

market services to the public that offer wide area calling as if it were local service.

~3. The Commission should keep in mind that Coalition paging carriers are not Inter-

Exchange Carriers and cannot, of themselves, provision landline-to-mobile calling

arrangements. With the breakup of the Bell System into Regional Bell Operating

Companies in 1984, the LATA became the "local" exchange area for Access purposes.

Initially, the wireless carriers were thought to be Inter-Exchange Carriers (IXC) and a

Feature Group E was proposed to allow wireless Access. The Access regime for wireless

operators was quickly discarded. however, since wireless networks switch calls from the

landline network to a wireless device as opposed to simply switching and transporting

landline calls Irom one local exchange area to another. Wireless carriers were deemed

not to be Inter-Exchange carriers.

Ii:. Verizon' s withdrawal of Type 3A interconnection service is a violation of the
local dialing parity provisions of 47 C.F.R §S1.20S and 47 C.F.R §SI.207.

24. The COlllmission has been indisputably clear in addressing local dialing parity by stating:

"[a I LEC shall permit telephone exchange service customers within a local calling area to

dial the same number of digits to make a local telephone call notwithstanding the identity

of the customer's or the called party's telecommunications service provider." i9 (emphasis

added) "Local" calling has been delined in state jurisdictions to mean that a caller could

dial another "local" number without incurring a toll charge. In terms applicable to the

instant case. the NXX code(s) andlor associated telephone numbers assigned to the

CMRS subscribers for local calling access are entitled to be treated without

i-) Implementation orthe Local Competition Provisions ofthe Telecommunications Act of1996,
I I n'c Red 19392, 19430 (1996) ("Second MO&O"); see also 47 C'.F.R. § 51.207

Page J ~ (l f I:)



discrimination and with the same principles of reciprocal geographic coverage and

compensation as other NXX codes and/or associated numbers used by the LEe's fix

local subscriber calling access. It was clearly not the Commission's intention that the

1996 Order rcstrict the calling scope ofCMRS subscriber telephone numbers (NXX

codes) to the landline local exchange boundaries, as Verizon is hereby attempting to do. 2I
!

Local dialing parity 1,)1' CMRS, especially in the land-to-mobile direction, is no less

important than local dialing parity for other local telecommunications service providers.

The maintenance of "reciprocal" calling and local dialing parity to avoid discrimination

bet ween the directions of call traffic, is one of the fundamental regulatory tenets ofthe

Commission's interpretation of the 1996 Telecommunications Act. Clearly, dialing

rarity and reciprocal calling for all callers are major reasons for the landlinc practice, as

mandated by the statc commissions, of clearly designating the local calling excbange

boundaries and detinitions in tariffs and subscriber information.

F. The Paging Coalition members will suffer a competitive disadvantage if Vcrizon
withdraws Type 3A interconnection service.

25. If Verizon is permitted to discontinue Type 3A interconnection service, and therefore the

entire LATA-wide scope of the local CMRS calling exchange, it is clear that the Paging

Coalition providers will be at a distinct competitivc disadvantagc. This disadvantage will

be directly caused by the non-reciprocal nature of the resulting llnbalancedlocal calling

paradigm. A ('MRS unit can originate a "local" call to a wide gcographic arca as

conligured by the mobile service provider, but in the absence of Type 3A interconnection

arrangements, it can only receive calls as "local" from a single landline exchangc as

'!I S'ce. Exhibit 2 of the Request: I.etter dated October 10,200 I from Verizon to Maine Public
I itilities Commission withdrawing Type 3A "reverse billing" service as of October 2002.
Page J.l of 1:'



deJlned by the locallandline exchange carrier. A wireless phone user can easily make a

"local" call fi'om his wireless phone to a landline phone that is physically located only a

few feet away, yct the landline LEC subscriber is required to make a toll call whcn

calling back to the same wireless phone. In the same manner, when a LEe subscribcr

calls a Paging Coalition pager. his call is a local call using Type 3A interconnection ovcr

an entire LATA. IrVerizon is allowed to withdraw Type 3A interconnection scrvice.

however. the LEC subscriber may be required to pay a toll chargc to call the pager.

Therefore. the Paging Coalition mcmbers will be deprived ofthis convenient and

consumer friendly calling arrangement.

2!J. Paging Coalition providers have been able to obtain a single point of presence within the

geographic boundaries of the Verizon serving areas within a LATA and have been able to

receive call tranic from calls dialed to those NXX codes designated by the Paging

Coalition providcr as local to that exchange. This practice creates a LATA-wide rate

center for the Paging Coalition provider.

27. Verizon's thrcakncd withdrawal of Type 3A has no basis in logic or economics for either

Vcriz.on or thc paging carriers affected. First. Verizon's costs of providing the 3A service

arc presumably met by the charges li)r this service paid by the paging carriers in the form

of usage and miscellaneous charges. Verizon has not raised any issues in this matter to

indicate that the continuation of the Type 3A service would have any undue, adverse

economic etlect whatsoever on Verizon. By logical inference, Verizonmakes a profit

li'om this service. Second. if the paging carriers are required to provision standard-billed

NXX codes. Verizon will be required to pay reciprocal compensation li)r all of the calls

li)r which it now collects revenue. Howcver. fi)r the paging carriers. the costs of

provisioning thc additional numbers and the costs of additional switching facilitics

necessary to administer and operate the additional number resources far outweigh thc
Page 1-1- uf 15



anticipated revenue from the termination of the Verizon-originated call traffic. In

addition, the Commission has proposed a "bill and keep" compensation scheme that

would completely eliminate whatever on:~etting revenue might be derived from

reciprocal compensation charges. As illustrated elsewhere in these comments, the paging

carriers will sufTer significant and profound economic losses if the Type 3A service is

withdrawn. Verizon's promised withdrawal of Type 3A service is economically

unsound, for both Verizon and the paging carriers. 'l'his situation is especially egregious

considering that there is absolutely no economic or operational reason for Verizon to

withdraw the Type 3A service.

For the foregoing reasons, Small Business in Telecommunications (SBT) supports the Request

!()r Declaratory Ruling by the Paging Coalition.

Respectfully submitted,

Small Business in Telecommunications

Schwaninger & Associates, P.e.
1331 II Street, N. W., Suite 500
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 347-8580
(202) 347-8607 (lax)

Dated: January 18.2002
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